
“Investing in Serving for Jesus”
Matthew 25:14-30

Invest in believing that everything that you have belongs to Jesus (Mt. 25:14-15; 19)
In this parable of the Kingdom, Jesus told His disciples in Mt. 25:14 that the man going on the journey 

“called his servants and entrusted to them his property.” There are several details in verse 14 that are key to 
understanding the parable. First, Jesus emphasized the relationship between the master and those left behind 
when the master went on his journey, which was that they were servants. As servants, the implication was that 
they were expected to obediently serve their master. Second, Jesus emphasized the fact that while the master 
was on His journey, His servants were entrusted with something of great value. In other words, Jesus told His 
disciples that the servants had a stewardship responsibility with what the master entrusted to them. Finally, 
Jesus emphasized the fact that what the master’s servants were entrusted with was still the property of the 
master. Today, while Jesus is away, all that we have belongs to Him and has been entrusted to us. Knowing 
that God owns all that we have and knowing our stewardship responsibility with all that God gave us is the 
starting point for faithfully using what God has given us for His work in the world.
1. Read Ps. 24:1. Discuss what this verse says about God’s ownership of people and things in the world. 

How does this truth connect with the parable that Jesus told in Mt. 25:14-30?
2. Make a list of all of the people and things that God has entrusted to you. Share this list with the group, and 

take a moment to discuss any struggles that you have in truly acknowledging that everything you have 
belongs to God. Pray for hearts that accept that everything belongs to God.

3. Read Jeremiah 27:6. Who does God call His servant in this verse? Was this person a servant who was 
submitted to God — good and faithful — in His life?

4. Read Phil. 2:10-11. Do you believe that Jesus is the Lord of lords and King of kings who is Master of all? If 
so, what does this mean for the reality of who His servants are? What distinguishes good and faithful 
servants from wicked servants?

Invest in using all that God’s given you to grow His Kingdom (Mt. 25:15-17; 20-23)
The first two servants were entrusted with a significant amount of the master’s resources, but what they 

did with the resources in comparison to the third servant is what is most important. The servant with the five 
talents used all five talents. The servant “traded with them” to put all of what his master had given him to work 
for his master (Mt. 25:16). His goal was not just to preserve the five talents that he had received, but the 
servant’s goal was to grow the five talents into more profit for his master. The second servant with the two 
talents had the same goal. Both servants used all that their master had given them in order to grow their 
master’s wealth while he was away. When the master returned, he affirmed that the servants had done what 
they were expected to do by praising and rewarding the first and second servants for their faithfulness. God’s 
expectation is no different today. God desires that we would use all that He has given us to do His work in the 
world today.
1. Review the list of the people and things that God has entrusted to you. How are you using all that God’s 

given you to grow His Kingdom?
2. Are there things that you are holding back and holding onto? Why? What do you need to do to release and 

to use those things to grow God’s Kingdom?
3. What is something practical that your group can do to use the talents and resources that are in your group 

for the work of God this week or month in St. Francisville? Discuss it, plan it, and do it!



Invest in taking risks for the work of God in the world (Mt. 25:16)
In Mt. 25:16, the servant with the five talents took all five talents that his master gave him and “traded” 

with them. In the language of the New Testament, the word for “traded” implies that the servant put his 
master’s money to work. The servant did business with the master’s money for the purpose of making a profit 
and increasing the value of what the master entrusted to him. In order to trade or to do business with his 
master’s money, the servant had to be willing to take a risk with the master’s money. As is the case with all 
trading and business, the servant had to risk money in order to make money. The servant with the two talents 
did the same thing, doing business with the money that his master gave him for the purpose of making a profit 
for his master; however, the servant with the one talent only hid his master’s money, failing to put it to work in 
the world in order to grow his master’s kingdom. Today, using what God has given us for His work in the world 
requires risk. We must be willing to risk what God has entrusted to us in order to do God’s work in the world.
1. In your discussions about people or things that you may be holding onto and holding back from God, fear 

probably came up as one of the reasons that you struggle in that area. Why is it so hard for us to take risks 
with the people and things that God has entrusted to us in order to do His work in the world?

2. What’s an appropriate risk for the work of God in the world? Can anyone think of examples in Scripture 
where God’s people took great risks for His work in the world? What about today?

3. Take time to break into groups of two or three within your small group, and then spend time praying for 
each other that God would give you the faith and the courage to take risks for the work of the Gospel in our 
community and in the world.

Invest in living expectantly for the return of Jesus (Mt. 25:19)
In Mt. 25:19, the master returned from his journey, and when he returned, he called together all of his 

servants in order to settle accounts with them. In other words, the master did not forget that he had entrusted 
his property to his servants, and the master expected his servants to be good stewards of his property while he 
was away on his journey. What is important about this aspect of the parable is that it serves as a reminder that 
the master is going to return! Jesus told this parable in order to prepare His disciples – then and today – for His 
return. Jesus ascended into heaven, and while today He is not physically with us in the world, He will return 
one day in the future. When Jesus does physically return, just as the parable reminds us today, He will be 
ready to call His servants together in order to settle accounts with them. Jesus has not forgotten what He’s 
entrusted to us, and Jesus expects that we will be good stewards of His property while He is away. Today, we 
need to live expectantly, looking forward to the day that Jesus will return and investing faithfully for His work in 
the world until that day comes.
1. How should knowing that Jesus is returning and that He has not forgotten what He’s entrusted to us impact 

the way that you live today?
2. What are some practical things that you need to do to live more expectantly for the return of Jesus?
3. Why do so many Christians so often fail to think about and to focus on the return of Jesus? What are some 

practical things that you can do every day to keep this hope and expectation at the forefront in your life?


